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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

DROPOUTS—A NEED TO ENGAGE STUDENTS

THE GENERAL TRACK— 
CREATING BETTER OPTIONS



THE UNIVERSITY TRACK— 
INCREASING INCENTIVES FOR ACHIEVEMENT
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RECOMMENDATIONS

Accountability
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Information

Flexibility

The Bottom Line



INTRODUCTION





HIGH SCHOOLS ADDRESS A  
WIDE RANGE OF ACHIEVEMENT



ACHIEVEMENT DURING HIGH SCHOOL 



THE THREE GROUPS



College Attendance by Students in the Three Tracks



Unemployment Rates of Students in the Three Groups





CONCLUSION





STATE COURSE REQUIREMENTS





VOCATIONAL OPTIONS THROUGH ROC/PS
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THE HIGH SCHOOL EXIT EXAMINATION



STATE CONTENT STANDARDS  
AND THE STAR TESTS





CONCLUSION







A CLOSER LOOK AT DROPOUTS





DROPOUTS—A CONSEQUENCE  
OF DISENGAGEMENT
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KEY ELEMENTS OF A DROPOUT STRATEGY 







STATE ACTIONS TO REDUCE DROPOUT RATES



Refocus NCLB on Helping Low-Performing Students





Strengthen Accountability for Dropouts as Data Improve





Increase Flexibility Over the Use of State Resources



Encourage More Curricular Choices for Students

Evaluate the Effectiveness of Remedial Programs



Conclusion





HIGH ASPIRATIONS,  
PERFORMANCE BELOW STANDARDS

Most Students Want to Attend College





Many Students Unprepared for College 



Students Need Better Information About College



PAYOFFS TO HIGH SCHOOL  
VOCATIONAL EDUCATION ARE LOW

Participation in Vocational Education Declining



Secondary Vocational Courses Have Little Impact





Vocational Course Sequences Are Not Well Developed



Community College Courses Provide Long-Term Benefits



Conclusion

STUDENTS NEED BETTER INFORMATION, 
MORE CHOICES



DEVELOP A GREATER RANGE OF  
CURRICULAR OPTIONS
The Need for Vocational Pathways 



Encourage Coordinated Vocational Programs





Redefine the Mission of ROC/Ps



Reflect the Need for Options in the API



IMPROVE CAREER PATH COUNSELING  
AND INFORMATION 



IMPLEMENTATION ISSUES





CONCLUSION





Community Colleges Help Many Students  
Obtain a Four-Year Degree

Many College Students Begin With Academic Deficiencies





HIGH SCHOOL PREPARATION  
AFFECTS SUCCESS IN COLLEGE



GRADES MAY DISGUISE  
INADEQUATE ACHIEVEMENT LEVELS





Holding Students Accountable for Achievement  
Would Improve Incentives



USE STAR RESULTS FOR  
ADMISSION AND PLACEMENT 
















