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MY eCOACH MATCHES ARRA REQUIREMENTS 

Stimulus Money Pays for Professional Development
LAFAYETTE, CA (June 10, 2009)- Though difficult economic times have reduced budgets and targeted education spending, the new administration has allocated funding to help stimulate the economy, retain jobs, and prepare America for the future through The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA). My eCoach, a customized service and an online community, offers professional development, among other things, that align to the exact requirements of the ARRA. “Our mission is to create a safe and secure online learning community that helps our members meet their learning goals, improve teaching practice, and increase student achievement," states President/CEO Barbara Bray. “Knowing our company and mission statement reflect the main goal of the ARRA program is really exciting because now we can help schools that could never before afford even our very cost-effective professional development.” Therefore districts and states that apply for the one-time ARRA funding for Fall 2009 are now eligible to have My eCoach professional development paid for.

As an educational consultant and professional developer, Bray started her company, My eCoach, out of a need to extend and customize face-to-face coaching in 1998. “The My eCoach online community was designed as an education portal with tools all in one place where individuals and groups can create online courses, set up professional learning communities, find lesson plans, and receive coaching support from anyone, anywhere at anytime," states Bray. “We’ve now been supporting 21st century learning environments as mapped out in the ARRA for the last eleven years.” The points covered by the ARRA that My eCoach provides includes:

· Comprehensive Professional Development Integration

· Technology Coaches/Integration Specialists

· Professional Learning Communities (PLCs)

· Education Portals

· Digital Content

· Portfolio Assessments

· Blended Assessments (of 21st Century Skills)

· Virtual Learning

Now due to increasing demand, My eCoach has ramped up these divisions, including the development of collaboration and coaching tools to support more teachers who integrate technology into the curriculum. “My eCoach members have increased collaborating as co-authors as a way to design interactive learning activities that engage students in higher level thinking skills,” states My eCoach Certificated eCoach, Roxanne Clement. “The My eCoach eLibrary has doubled its rich digital content through member submissions and requests for relative resources.” Furthermore, the Certificated eCoach program has expanded to every state and over fifteen countries providing comprehensive professional development integration. “This  [My eCoach] has been particularly helpful in rural and inner-city areas where face-to-face opportunities are limited,” adds Certificated eCoach, Donna Blanton. “It’s great to know that our successful programs can now be easily accessed by states and districts who receive stimulus money.”

To apply for funding, educational institutions can visit the government’s website at http://www.ed.gov/policy/gen/leg/recovery/ideas.html and follow the application instructions there. The ARRA is for one-time funding only for Fall 2009. In addition to these services above, My eCoach can also help those institutions who need help determining how My eCoch tools and services can fit ARRA funding or who need help writing My eCoach services into grants.

# # #

For more information on My eCoach, news on soon-to-be released tools, workshops and events, to schedule an interview, or to request photos, please contact My eCoach at 925.284.8033, ecoach@my-ecoach.com, or visit http://my-ecoach.com today.
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My eCoach provides customized and thoughtful support, resources, and tools to individuals and groups that want to identify and reach their goals.
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