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Using Transition Words in Writing 
 

A. Identifying Transition Words 
Highlight all of the transition words in the following paragraph. 
 

Ever since I moved into my own apartment last fall, I have gotten 
out of the habit of making my bed--except on Fridays, of course, when I 
change the sheets. Although some people may think that I am a slob, I 
have some sound reasons for breaking the bed-making habit. In the first 
place, I am not concerned about maintaining a tidy bedroom because 
no one except me ever ventures in there. Secondly, I only use my bed to 
sleep in, so why go to all of the effort of making it when I am just going to 
mess it up again the next time I’m in my room.  In addition, I find nothing 
uncomfortable about crawling into a rumpled mass of sheets and 
blankets. On the contrary, I enjoy poking out a cozy space for myself 
before drifting off to sleep. Also, I think that a tightly made bed is 
downright uncomfortable: entering one makes me feel like a loaf of 
bread being wrapped and sealed. Finally, and most importantly, I think 
bed-making is an awful way to waste time in the morning. I would rather 
spend those precious minutes checking my email or feeding the cat than 
tucking in corners or snapping the spread. Therefore, I will not conform to 
the rules on tidiness and my bed will remain unmade! 
 
 
B. Inserting Transition Words 
Read the article below, and fill in the blanks with suitable transition words. 
Don’t use the same transition word twice! 

 
Pollution Solution 

  
        For many years, human beings and businesses have been polluting 
the air and water around us. _______________, the world has become a 
very polluted place, and global warming threatens our ability to survive 
on this planet. _______________, we can still change this and protect our 
future. _______________ we have already polluted the earth too much, 
there are several things that we can do to stop global warming. 
 
        ___________, it is important to recycle the things that we use. 
_______________ recycling requires our time and energy, it is necessary to 

 



save the earth’s resources. ____________________, we should drive more 
environmentally-friendly vehicles. Many larger cars and trucks cause a lot 
of pollution; _______________, driving smaller, more efficient cars can help 
reduce pollution and stop global warming. ______________, we should ask 
our government representatives to pass laws that force businesses to stop 
polluting. Many businesses find it cheaper to pollute than to take care of 
the environment. _______________, the biggest kind of pollution can be 
called “industrial pollution.” 
 
        Pollution is caused by both people and businesses. _______________, it 
is important that everyone works together to make our environment a 
better, healthier place. ____________________ global warming is a very real 
and dangerous threat to life on this planet, we can still save the earth and 
provide a safe and happy future for our children and grandchildren.  
 
 
Reflect: Answer the following questions in complete sentences. 
 

1. How can transition words help improve your writing? 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Why is it important to have a paper that is well organized? 


