
King David Kalākaua

Facts About King David Kalākaua 
• Born: November 16, 1836 
• Wife: Queen Kapiolani
• Descended from the Keaweaheulu line
• Ruled from February 12, 1874 until his death in 1891
• Died: January 20, 1891
• Full Name: David Laamea Kamanakapuu Mahinulani 

Naloiaehuokalani Lumialani Kalakaua
• King Kalakaua and his wife Queen Kapiolani traveled 

a great deal of the time, all over the world, and while 
he was away, his sister, Queen Liliuokalani ruled as 
regent. In 1881 he embarked on a trip around that 
world that included visits to the heads of state of 
many different countries.

KĀWIKA
David

This chant tells about King Kalākaua‘s requests to the governments of both France and 
Great Britain for monetary loans in order to replenish the royal treasury. History tells us 
that because of Kalākaua‘s celebrated ways, England and France refused the loans.

1. Eia no Kāwika ei hei Here is David
 Ka heke a‘o nā pua ei hei  The greatest of flowers

2. Ka uila ma ka hikina ei hei The lighting in the East
 Mālamalama Hawai‘i ei hei  Brightening Hawai‘i

3. Ku‘i e ka lono i Pelekāne ei hei Word reached England
 A lohe ke kuini o Palani ei hei  Heard by the Queen of France

4. Na wai e ka pua i luna ei hei Who is the offspring of high rank
 ‘O Kapa‘akea nō he makua ei hei  Kapa‘akea is his father

5. Ha‘ina ‘ia mai ka puana ei hei Tell the refrain (story)
 No ka lani Kāwika he inoa la  In the name of David the royal one

Ea la ea la ea a-i-e-a Tra-la-la-la

“HE INOA NŌ KA LANI KĀWIKA KALĀKAUA”
  “In the name of David Kalākaua 
   the royal one”

from Nona Beamer‘s "Na Mele Hula - A collection of Hawaiian Hula Chants"
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